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AT THE LEITNER CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW AND JUSTICE 
   

Yu Hongyuan [于泓源], Director 
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Justice 
39 Houguangping Hutong, Xizhemennei Nanxiaojie 
Xicheng District, Beijing 
Postal code: 100035 
Tel: 010-58575683  
 
April 21, 2010  
   
Re: Tang Jitian and Liu Wei 
   
Dear Mr. Yu,  
  
We write to express our deep concern that two Beijing lawyers, Tang Jitian (唐吉田)  and Liu Wei (刘
巍) currently face the permanent revocation of their licenses to practice law on account of activities that 
they have undertaken as part of the zealous defense of their clients.  We believe that Mr. Tang and Ms. 
Liu are being targeted by the Beijing Justice Bureau for representing clients that are unpopular with the 
Chinese government rather than for legitimate concerns for maintaining courtroom order, and call upon 
the Beijing Justice Bureau to undertake a fair and adequate hearing on this matter.   
 
We understand that Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu are currently arguing against a decision by the Beijing Justice 
Bureau to impose an administrative punishment by permanently revoking their licenses to practice law 
for disrupting the order of the courtroom [扰乱法庭秩序]and interfering with litigation activities [干扰

诉讼活动] . The revocation of their licenses to practice law is apparently being levied as punishment for 
their actions during the trial of Yang Ming (杨明), a Falun Gong practitioner accused of ‘using the 
teachings of an evil cult to undermine the implementation of the law (利用邪教组织破坏法律实施), 
tried in second instance on April 27, 2009, in Luzhou (泸州) City Intermediate Court. The Bureau has 
notified Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu that it will hold a hearing on this matter on April 22, 2010.   
 
According to Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu, the Luzhou City Intermediate Court failed to hold the hearing in 
accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Court Rules of the People’s Courts of the People's 
Republic of China (“Court Rules”) and infringed upon their rights to present a defense. During the trial, 
an unidentified man from among the audience repeatedly got up and walked around in the courtroom 
while the lawyers were making their statements, and recorded them in violation of Article 9(1) of the 
Court Rules. The presiding judge ignored the lawyers’ requests to stop the person from recording their 
defense statements.  Moreover, the judge kept interrupting the lawyers and the defendant as they 
delivered their statments, making it impossible for them to present their defense, in violation of Article 
30(1) and 37 of the People’s Republic of China Law on Lawyers. Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu felt there was 
no choice but to withdraw from the courtroom in protest of what they considered to be illegal 
interference with their duty and their client's ability to present a criminal defense.  
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The permanent revocation of licenses to practice law is an extraordinary punishment for disrupting the 
court order, and greatly disproportionate to the actions of the lawyers.  We have been unable to find 
documentation of other cases in which lawyers have lost their licenses for disrupting the order of the 
courtroom—such revocations have typically occurred, to our knowledge, when a lawyer is convicted of 
criminal charges.  While the Beijing Justice Bureau has the power to discipline lawyers under their 
jurisdiction, punishing these lawyers for actions during a trial which they were unable to do their jobs 
appears to be politically motivated, with the intent of deterring lawyers from taking on cases that are 
unpopular with the authorities. Permanent revocation of a lawyer’s license to practice law is tantamount 
to depriving his/her of his/her livelihood, and is out of proportion to the act of withdrawing from a court 
room, even assuming that any punishment could be justified under the circumstances recorded by the 
lawyers.  We call upon the Beijing Justice Bureau to clarify its reasons for revoking these licenses and 
explain why so harsh an administrative punishment is warranted.   
 
The Committee to Support Chinese Lawyers is a group of independent lawyers from outside China 
whose goal is to support lawyers in China in their quest to strengthen the rule of law there. The 
Committee, which is housed at the Leitner Center for International Law and Justice at Fordham Law 
School in New York City, seeks to strengthen the role of Chinese lawyers and to promote their 
independence.  
 
We call on the Beijing Justice Bureau to investigate the case without delay and provide information as to 
why such harsh sanctions are being contemplated against Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu. We further urge the 
Bureau to provide for full fairness and adequacy during the hearing on April 22, 2010, and consider all 
of the facts above in the determination of the outcome of this matter. We request that the Bureau find 
that the sanction of permanently revoking Mr. Tang and Ms. Liu's licenses is inappropriate and out of 
proportion to the infraction identified in the notice.  It is only when lawyers are able to represent clients 
without fear of reprisal and to speak freely about professional concerns and rights defense, that the rule 
of law can gain a secure foothold. 
 
Thank you for your attention.  
   
Very truly yours,  

                    
   
Robert N. Hornick                            Martin S. Flaherty                          R. Scott Greathead  
Chair                                                        Vice Chair                                     Vice Chair  
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  cc.        Zhang Xuebing [张学兵], President, Beijing Lawyers Association               

            Minister Wu Aiying [吴爱英], Ministry of Justice of the People’s Republic of China  
The Hon. Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., U.S. Ambassador to China  
HE Zhou Wenzhong [周文重], Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the United 
States of America 
Michael H. Posner, Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor, United States State Department  

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 


